A Scavenger Hunt comprises a hunt for miscellaneous objects hidden in various places or
looking for certain icons/places. This area may be at the shops, your church or even in your
neighbourhood! Scavenger Hunts are a great way to have fun with family and friends while
exploring together.

Planning your Scavenger Hunt
Before the day:
Brainstorming and Decision Making
●

●

●
●
●
●
●
●

Brainstorm what kind of Scavenger Hunt you want to have:
○ Action hunt: people must take photos of themselves in certain places or doing
certain things
■ Suggestions: Doing a handstand, standing in front of a house with the
number 4 on the letterbox, reenacting a movie scene, a licence plate
where the letters make a word, etc.
○ Photographic hunt: rather than people collecting the items, all they have to do
is photograph it
■ Suggestions: A person walking a black dog, a pink flower, the number 100
on a sign, a certain shop, etc. But ensure the photos have all the team
members in it, so photos aren’t being taken from the internet.
○ Riddle Hunt: make up a series of riddles and clues for people to work out and
then find the answer
■ Suggestions: riddles can lead to an icon, a shop, an object, etc.
Consider the location you have chosen: is it appropriate with the target
audience/participants with their age? Do you need more adults/parents to supervise?
What does your starting location look like? Do the teams get the same clue at the same
time? Or is it a series of things they can find in different orders?
How many objects do the teams have to find?
Will there be a prize? Does it fit in your budget?
Decide on a few viable dates
Decide on a location
What will the participation cost be?
How many volunteers do you need?
○ Where do those volunteers need to be?
○ Will they be at each station where the next object is, and also receive their next
clue?
○ Will there be a volunteer who collects the money?

Promotion

●

●
●

Create or use the existing posters and fill out the relevant information:
○ Date
○ Time
○ Cost
○ Location
○ Contact details
○ RSVP date
Distribute posters and social media posts.
Based on the RSVPs:
○ Finalise teams (designate at least 1 adult per team, to ensure the safety of the
participants involved in the event).
■ How will you divide the teams up? Keep in mind the different ages which
will be participating, and ensure there is an even spread.

On the day:
●

●

Organise volunteers to be where they need to be.
○ Brief them on their roles, and what is expected of them in fulfilling their
volunteer position.
○ Give them all the necessary items for their locations.
Monitor the event

Timeline for Scavenger Hunt
Week 1

Planning/
Decision
Making

Begin
brainstorming
different items
teams are to
find on the
Scavenger Hunt

Prepare
posters to
be sent out

Week 2

Organise
Volunteers
(from now, if
needed)

Create a list for
the teams of the
items they are
to collect

Continue to
promote
your
fundraiser

Week 3

Send out
posters and
social
media posts

RSVPs back
now

Week 4
Finalise RSVPs

Sort out the
teams: (who is
in what team?
Is there an
adult?)

(This is a recommendation) (Advertisement of the Scavenger Hunt should take place at least 3 weeks prior to the event)

Scavenger
Hunt Day!

Target Audience
All ages! Depending on where you host your Scavenger Hunt, you will need to keep in mind that
you may need parental supervision. In each group, parents can be involved by participating in
the groups to supervise the Scavenger Hunt.

Venues
Ideas on where to hold your Scavenger Hunt include:
● Shopping centre
● Your neighbourhood
● At your church
● At a beach
● At a local park
● In a forest
● At your school

Cost
The price on how much you would like to charge for participating in the Scavenger Hunt is up to
your own discretion. Think about bigger families and how you can make it affordable for them
whilst still making a profit. The cost can be as simple as a donation for guests to participate, or a
small fee under $10.

Things to remember!
Make sure you have parental supervision or people over the age of 18 years old who have a
Working with Children Check if you are wanting to involve children.
Be sure to remind everyone participating to be respectful of the public. Make sure everyone
follows the rules of the shopping centre or any place you choose to hold your Scavenger Hunt.

Volunteers
Involving other people in running and organising this event will be very helpful. You may like to
rope your friends and family in to help you distribute posters, come up with ideas or lead a
team.

An example: In a shopping centre
Refer to ‘Scavenger Hunt Items’ - This can help give you an idea on what teams are to look
for
*If the guests need to acquire different items, you may want to preface the Scavenger Hunt
and let them know that they may need to bring some money*

Location: Shopping centre e.g. Westfield (or any other large shopping centres)
This doesn't require volunteers to be at every station or to be at where each object would be.

●
●
●

Teams begin in the food court where they receive their list of items they need to collect
throughout the shops.
Teams then collect the objects throughout the shopping centre, whilst keeping to the
rules.
Teams meet back at the starting point for points to be awarded, and a winner
announced.

Rules:
●
●
●
●

No running.
Keep within the time limit.
The whole team is to stay with each other throughout the duration of the Scavenger
Hunt: no dividing and conquering! This is also to ensure the safety of everyone, making
sure everyone is accounted for at all times.
If any of the rules are broken, points will be deducted from the offenders team.

